
All of these are personal examples of the universal human condition. The options 

are, be holy as God is holy or face the judgment for, “The wages of sin is death…”. As far 

as your ability and mine, there are the only two options “…but the gift of God is eternal 

life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” No one expected that Jesus would
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Want to donate to the APD?

EFCC Ministry Orientation - Feb 
19-20, 2025 at the TWU Campus 
in Langley, BC. New and 
established pastor’s may want 
to consider attending. This is the 
first step in the new 
Accreditation process. (See our 
back page for further info on 
this new process).

EFCC Theology Conference & 
AGM - May 8-9, 2025 at Nisku, 
AB. Associate Professor of Old 
Testament at Talbot School of 
Theology in Biola University, 
Southern California, Dr. Carmen 
Joy Imes is passionate about 
equipping the church to engage 
the Old Testament well and to 
see its relevance for the 
Christian life. Carmen is the 
author of Bearing God’s Name, 
among other titles.

APD Men’s Retreat - Mar 28-30, 
2025. Mark the date, more 
details to come.

CALENDAR

February 2025

Mail us a check 
(address on reverse)

Go to 
albertaparklanddistrict.ca and 

click the DONATE button

Send an e-Transfer to                            

giving@albertaparklanddistrict.ca 

APD Ladies Retreat - Apr 26-28 
@ Camp Tamarak. Contact 
Jennifer for more info at 
apdwomensministry@gmail.com

APD Pastors & Wives Retreat - 
June 2-4 @ Camp Nakamun. 
Contact 
office@albertaparklanddistrict.ca 
or visit 
www.albertaparklanddistrict.ca 
for more info or to register.

New Pastors Orientation - June 
12-13 @ EFCC Home Office. 
Travel subsidies available. Check 
out the link on the EFCC 
homepage at www.efcc.ca for 
more information on itinerary 
and registration.

EFCC Annual Conference - June 
13-15 @ Grace Community 
Church in Surrey, BC. For more 
info visit 
https://efcc.ca/event/general-co
nference-2024/. 
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For those who 
would like to 
receive our District 
Diaries and other APD news 
updates directly by email, 
please scan the QR code or 
click the subscribe button 
on our home page.

www.albertaparklanddistrict.ca

or

The Third Way by Marvin Penner

cont’d

I recently took part in an online seminar on 

“Facilitating Conflict in Congregations” by the 

Transitional Leaders Network 

<transitionalleadership.org>. The presenter, Darrin 

Hotte, said something that has stuck with me. He said, 

“Conflict can be both constructive or destructive. In 

the “striking together” involving a hammer, it can 

drive a nail or smash a thumb. One is positive and 

constructive, the other is unproductive and 

destructive.” Conflict is often experienced as having 

only two options, but this seminar got me thinking 

about a third way.

God’s word is full of stories that 

seemed to only have two options until God brought 

about a third. Abraham and Sarah thought they had 

to choose between the option of having no son or 

utilizing concubines. God had another way. Abraham 

was faced with the option to disobey God or sacrifice 

his son. God provided a ram. Jonah choose between 

going to Nineveh or Joppa. God thought a third option 

by way of a fish was appropriate. Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abendigo were faced with the option to bow to 

Nebuchadnezzar or burn. They entered the fire but 

walked out untouched. Peter was sure the only two 

options were to follow Old Testament dietary laws or 

be excluded from the church. God convinced him of a 

more gracious understanding of the gospel.  

Marvin Penner
APD Superintendent

apdefcc@telus.net
780 920 8298

Coronation EFC is rebuilding 
after the fire that destroyed 
their building last September. 

To find out more or to help 
support their fundraising efforts 
please visit: 
coronationevangelicalfreechur
ch.com/online-giving.

Below is a sample of the 
organizations the EFCC has 
a ministry relationship with. 

Check them all out to see 
how they might add value to 
you and your church.

At Conference 2024, the 
EFCC adopted a new 
accreditation procedure in 
recognition of the need for a 
more clear and compelling 
process to formally engage our 
leaders, especially pastors.

To find out more about this 
new process you can visit our 
website and click the link on 
our APD home page. Or check 
out EFCC.ca.



EFCC LEADERSHIP TRAINING IN WAINWRIGHT
On January 25th I joined people from four of our 
APD churches for the EFCC Leadership Training 
hosted by our Wainwright congregation. One of 
the participates wrote, “It was an absolute 
pleasure to be part of the Leadership Training 
Conference this past weekend. The conference 
itself was incredibly inspiring and reaffirmed so 
much of what I love about the EFCC’s approach to 
church and ministry.” If your church would like to 
host this training, you can contact your District 
Superintendent.
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We have a new logo

Does your church have a “good 
news” story that would make a 
great short video? Put it on film 
and share it with us, or contact 

the APD office to get help.

Scan the code to 
view this video 
featuring the 
Clairmont 
Community 
Church.

APD VIDEO 
STORIES

NEW 
APD 

LOGOS

walk out of the grave. Because He did, we still sing of the way of forgiveness that 
was opened to us.

I know these Bible stories seem remote. But what happens if 
we reflect on the idea that the creativity, love, and grace of God can open an 
unanticipated way forward in difficult times? Would it be reasonable to think of 
this idea as hope? Conflict can be constructive! Are you seeking a third way in 
the relationships where you experience friction?

By Marvin Penner

Scan the code to 
view this video 

featuring the APD 
Men’s Missions 

Project.

FEATURED EVENT

DEWBERRY COMMUNITY CHURCH

APD VIDEO 
STORIES

Does your church have a “good 
news” story that would make a 
great short video? Put it on film 
and share it with us, or contact 

the APD office to get help.

The Third Way cont’d

Congratulations to Gloria Gillet (from Knox EFC in Edmonton) who has been 

appointed as our APD rep on the EFCC National Missions Committee.

CHURCH HIGHLIGHT

APD NEWS

We are anticipating a great 2025 
Theology Conference. Guest 
speaker Carmen Joy Imes will help 
us explore the theme of Being God’s 
Family; which seems deeply 
important in our divided world. 
Please check out registration, 
schedule and accommodation 
information on the EFCC’s Theology 
Conference 2025 page. 

With the close proximity of this 
conference in Leduc, AB, we hope 
members of APD will consider joining 
in.The EFCC AGM will take place on 
the Saturday evening.

EFCC Theology 
Conference & AGM

May 8-9, 2025
Leduc, AB

Dr. Carmen Joy 
Imes - Associate 
Professor of Old 
Testament at Talbot 
School of Theology, 
Biola University, 
SoCal

Carmen is the author of the 
books: Bearing God’s Name, 
Being God’s Image, and the 

newly released, 
Being God’s Family.

Dewberry Community Church is situated in a 
welcoming town near Lloydminster, AB with 
strong community ties. The Church itself 
fosters community support by providing a 
local food bank for people in need. The 
church’s community spirit extends to the K-12 
school, where Pastor Matt actively 
participates in the music program, guitar 
club, and was involved in this year’s 
Christmas concert. 

For three years, Pastor Matt has shepherded 
the Dewberry Community Church. During this 
time, with God’s guidance, he and the 
Dewberry church have fostered several 
Christ-centered ministries and outreach 
programs. The church offers two women's 
groups: Mom's R Us and a Ladies Group, that 
nurture faith and fellowship. God's love is 
further shared through a Men's Breakfast, a 
weekly after school Kid's Club with 
Jesus-centered activities, a Youth Group, and 
a monthly potluck. 

Pastor Matt also serves his flock and 
community through a weekly Bible study 
focused on learning to pray by using Jesus’ 
prayer model from Matthew 6 to pray 
through the Psalms’, and by ministering at the 
care center in Islay, AB.  

The church's diverse ministries reflect their 
commitment to serving God and 

community, creating connections within 
and beyond their walls. 

Pastor Matt seeks prayers for continued 
unity and sustained hunger for God's Word 
within the Dewberry congregation, trusting 
in the Lord's guidance for spiritual growth 
and continuing community cohesion.


