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Want to donate to the APD?

Leadership Training - Jan 25, 
2025 @ EFC of Wainwright. This 
full day of workshops is open to 
anyone. It focuses on defining 
EFCC Leadership and includes 
the topics of EFCC History and 
Ethos, Cultural Review, 
Disciplemaking and Shepherd 
Leadership. Info on the course 
can be found on this EFCC web 
page. Registration details to 
follow.

New Pastor’s Orientation - Feb 
19-20, 2025 at the TWU Campus 
in Langley, BC. New and 
established pastor’s may want 
to consider attending. This is the 
first step in the new 
Accreditation process.

CALENDAR

December 
2024

Mail us a check 
(address on reverse)

Go to 
albertaparklanddistrict.ca and 

click the DONATE button

Send an e-Transfer to                            

giving@albertaparklanddistrict.ca 

APD Ladies Retreat - Apr 26-28 
@ Camp Tamarak. Contact 
Jennifer for more info at 
apdwomensministry@gmail.com

APD Pastors & Wives Retreat - 
June 2-4 @ Camp Nakamun. 
Contact 
office@albertaparklanddistrict.ca 
or visit 
www.albertaparklanddistrict.ca 
for more info or to register.

New Pastors Orientation - June 
12-13 @ EFCC Home Office. 
Travel subsidies available. Check 
out the link on the EFCC 
homepage at www.efcc.ca for 
more information on itinerary 
and registration.

EFCC Annual Conference - June 
13-15 @ Grace Community 
Church in Surrey, BC. For more 
info visit 
https://efcc.ca/event/general-co
nference-2024/. 
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For those who 
would like to 
receive our District 
Diaries and other APD news 
updates directly by email, 
please scan the QR code or 
click the subscribe button 
on our home page.

www.albertaparklanddistrict.ca

or

2024 APD  Conference Report

cont’d

The Erskine EFC did an amazing job hosting us. Dr. Tyran Laws encouraged and 

challenged us from God’s work while prof. Kelly Steffen lead us in table discussions. 

Marvin Penner was elected to a second 3-year term as District Superintendent and Greg 

Clairmont (CHET coordinator) and Tim Besuijen (Vice Chair) were added to the APD

Coronation EFC is rebuilding 
after the fire that destroyed 
their building last September. 

To find out more or to help 
support their fundraising efforts 
please visit: 
coronationevangelicalfreechur
ch.com/online-giving.

The last thing we did at the 2024 Alberta 

Parkland District conference was to ask the question, 

“What do you dream about that we could do in the 

APD when we work together for a common 

purpose?”. All of the responses were focused around 

two priorities. 

1) Church Leadership development (from youth 

to Pastors) and

2) Working together towards gospel ministry, 

revival, church planting.

You can participate in these two priorities right now 

by:

1) Making plans to take in the Leadership 

Training in Wainwright on January 25. Invite 

a few friends and young people to come with 

you.  

https://albertaparklanddistrict.ca/leadership

-training.html#/

2) Communicate with our APD Mission 

Coordinator Tyler Hanson. Tyler is seeking 

people from around the district to join him 

on an APD Mission 

d.tyler.hanson@gmail.com.

Marvin Penner
APD Superintendent

apdefcc@telus.net
780 920 8298
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It takes just a few committed people to make 
a difference in a community.  In 2009, a 
group of people from the Eckville area 
aspired to reflect the light of Jesus to their 
neighbors.  Many were then traveling to the 
Sylvan Lake Alliance Church.

Let me tell you about Eckville.  Founded by 
Estonian immigrants, Eckville shares a unique 
cultural background.  Estonia borders on 
Russia, and the peoples are similar, yet there 
is one significant difference.  Pastor Mark 
Broadway says, “Picture Russia without the 
Russian Orthodox Church.” Although there 
were church plants that ministered to the 
community, they have now closed, leaving 
the town with limited Christian influence.

These visionaries asked the Sylvan Lake 
Alliance about planting a church.  They then 
increased their numbers to make this 
happen, leading to the planting of an Alliance 
Church.  We thank the Alliance for starting 
the work over seven years.  When the group 
went out on their own, they stuck to their 
original vision.  They contacted then-District 
Superintendent Don Harder, and the decision 
was made to join the Evangelical Free Church 
five years ago.  Ron Swanson and Grant 
Sikstrum helped the church develop their 
own board, constitution, bylaws, etc. and did 
a great job of pastoring the people.

Nancy and I accepted the call to serve as 
their first full-time pastor in 2021.  Now, 
someone recently said that, 

We have a new logo

Does your church have a “good 
news” story that would make a 
great short video? Put it on film 
and share it with us, or contact 

the APD office to get help.

Scan the code to 
view this video 
featuring the 
Clairmont 
Community 
Church.

APD VIDEO 
STORIES

NEW 
APD 

LOGOSBoard. The recommended donation amount per attendee for 2024-2025 

is $66. The APD has anywhere from 5-20 donors each month. Please 

consider making consistent monthly donations as this would make 

budgeting and planning much simpler for the APD board. If you would 

like assistance in automating monthly contributions, or if you would like 

to change your automated contribution amount, please contact APD 

Treasurer, Bryce Leschert at bleschert@hotmail.com / 403-741-5988.

Even as we look towards developing leaders and gospel 

ministry we can not forget that we have some small churches that could 

use a boost. To this end we took up an offering at the conference 

towards the building fund of the Eckville EFC. If you choose to participate 

in this offering designate your gift appropriately. 

By Marvin Penner

Scan the code to 
view this video 

featuring the APD 
Men’s Missions 

Project.

FEATURED EVENT

ECKVILLE COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

APD VIDEO 
STORIES

Does your church have a “good 
news” story that would make a 
great short video? Put it on film 
and share it with us, or contact 

the APD office to get help.

2024 APD Conference Report cont’d
“Ministry is always done in conflict” and 
while we have had our share, we have also 
seen so many blessings.  We meet at the 
Eckville Legion, which serves us well on 
Sundays, yet it does limit opportunities to 
minister to the church and community.  Our 
board is considering a building that would 
better suit our purposes.  Unexpectedly, a 
church that was closing blessed us with a 
$10,000 donation, which initiated our 
building fund.

Currently we are inquiring about two 
buildings.  The first is an office building.  The 
main floor has the potential to serve as a 
sanctuary, while the upper floor offers office 
space and possible Sunday School rooms.  
There is also the potential to rent out a 
couple of the offices.  There is also the 
recently closed Jehovah’s Witness Hall, which 
is coming up for sale.  As having been a 
Jehovah’s Witness for my first twenty-five 
years, I must say it would be ironic. The 
building requires fewer renovations.

We are still in the prayer/discussion stage, as 
we would have to raise the funds to move 
forward. We appreciated the opportunity to 
share at the District Conference and were 
blessed with many donations.  Would you 
consider partnering with us in prayer, and if 
you could consider helping us financially, that 
would be greatly appreciated? We want to 
be clear that all funds are not for current 
expenses and are kept on account.  If we are 
unable to move forward, all funds would go 
to the Alberta Parkland District Church 
Planting Fund.

Our town has been described as dark – yet 
the light of God can conquer all!

Brian Stiles (Pastor)

Now I’ll turn the pen over to Brian Stiles, the pastor of the Eckville      

church, to explain their search for a building for their church to call home.


